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Contact Info: 
10447 SORRE!TO 
RD.SUITE 100 
PMB#96 
PENSACOLA, FL 
3250 

Improving the world and our 
community, one child at a 
time!  

CLICK HERE to 
check the current 
calendar on our 
website.

Happy 
Anniversary
Mar 4 
Dayre& 
Sunshine

SATURDAY Aug 29th: Strategic 
Planning Meeting. PBMC  
community center 9 AM 
*MONDAY 0830 Aug 31:
Business Meeting at Perdido Bay 
Methodist Church (PBMC) 
THURSDAY Sep 3rd: Perdido 
Kids Park Grand Reopening.  
page 6. 
SEPT 7.  LABOR DAY  NO Mtg
MONDAY Sep 14th: NOON Mtg  
Lindsey Cannon, Executive 
Director of Escambia County 
Children’s Trust. 
TUESDAY Sept 22nd: Installation 
of Officers banquet 5:30. 
COBALT’S RESTAURANT
TUESDAY Sep 29th: 8:00 AM 
Coffee&Visit .BUSINESS 
MEETING starts at 8:30 AM 

Jan 2025

Feb 2025

Mar 2025

May 3025

June 2025

Aug 2025
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ALL IN-KIDS WIN!

Carmen Ciardello 
August 30th 

Paul “OD” O’Donnell 
September 9th

http://biglagoonkiwanis.org
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At our Aug 17 meeting, Bruce Cady, OPENING DOORS Executive 
Director, spoke about the challenges our community faces regarding 
homelessness. Over 1200 homeless people are living "rough" in our 
community. Escambia schools report nearly  1500 children without a 
home address. To learn more about how OPENING DOORS is 
helping, go to CLICK HERE 

Ryo, the shelter 
dog, was a big hit 
with the 
membership.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fopeningdoorsnwfl.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE1VGVMZENVNDR4dFJYSTdUc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrc32aMJ8lox6O2gGjoHg9xkoS3f4fh8DRLxnIAFMzeIfQfuElM6403DpusK_aem_qHdo3CXLeCEXAQm2LUHACg&h=AUBwJ34vOdYASz51Z4J7d08_1l4oz0VRe2YGqTOYSagpULUerHuZNvJjE1oNKzTlWyD_5zmsfqEiAV26W2-AcMIVvpyORlljBou4APjEs_FaKhncnVuZf2qH-ttlKcFy0yIKt7uBjaOTLUZIs9U&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AUCfU0_xLdn0C79X5DXfnKiU1o4ExYt4_JuxFzF5so0Eqwa93uoLCxMrMhti8jjvrn4gttbv4VJ9DfxrBsl-c4RIFXPCBUcGCbUGkiVluIxwME5Pb5G1up8gZTjtDQOKfeJdHKFTIjFnsmHGa_wCRCI5BAS9MGRG2vxIMBhz3xkbdq1Qwe6vBc9IJno6BtR-j7oYa4ecKn-pKMVnazww4R7Atg
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At our Aug 24 meeting, Connie Bookman, founder of Pathways for 
Change, discussed the housing crisis for families in need in our 
community. Currently, one in four renters in Escambia County pay 
more than 30% of their income on rent. Studies show that a wage 
earner must make at least $20 an hour in a full-time job to afford 
rent. Families are doubling up in inadequately sized housing. 
Seniors living solely on Social Security must choose among food, 
medicine, and rent. 
Pathways for Change is giving the community hope through 
partnerships with faith-based institutions, government, and other 
non-profit organizations. CLICK HERE to learn more.

https://www.pathwaysforchange.org/
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Aug 2025Karl and EJ

Randy and Dee

Mentors and individual donors from Big Lagoon represented Kiwanis at 
the annual "Kick Off" banquet for Take Stock in Children. New 
scholars in the 7th-9th grade for the 2026-2027 school year were 
recognized. When they graduate from high school, they will receive up 
to 4 years of tuition and fees at state universities, colleges, or trade 
schools. CLICK HERE to learn more.

We congratulated the two new 
scholars that Big Lagoon 
sponsored this year. They are 
our 43rd and 44th students 
sponsored by us, not including 
individual Kiwanians who 
have also sponsored TSIC 
scholarships. We continue to 
allow promising youth to 
break the chains of poverty 
and realize their dreams.

https://www.escambiaschools.org/departments/ecpsf/tsic?fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF3bEdZd1oxTFJPZTZjTkdMc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqL3LlbzjRPijboRHsYIQzRxfVSJgkA2yIpTagD5YmYUK7jWuokz11AYt1G2_aem_0UaUe7jfKAUQzbk_o5XsEA


All TSIC scholars in 7th through 9th grade and their parents were 
invited. Big Lagoon mentors were glad to visit with their mentees 
following the summer break. Mentoring will restart after Labor Day 
when we’ll meet back up in the schools with these scholars and 
10th-12th graders we also mentor.

To receive their 
scholarship, recipients must 
meet with a volunteer 
mentor in the school 
throughout the school year. 
TSIC always needs more 
mentors—if you are 
interested in mentoring, 
CLICK HERE
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https://takestockofescambia.org/
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SEPTEMBER Calendar-Events, Birthdays, Anniversaries

CLICK HERE for a detailed listing of all monthly activities

Kiwanians and friends of 
Kiwanis are encouraged to join 
us at the grand opening of the 
newly renovated Perdido Kids 

Park. We will have an 
information table to answer 
questions about Big Lagoon 

Kiwanis and the many programs. 
Kiwanis members, please show 
up at 9 AM to help set up our 

displays. 

https://app.memberday.com/MeetingsEvents


The Club Officers and Directors 2025-2026 
1. President Tom Porter* tomporter6@live.com 
2. President-Elect: Carol Stoot stootsls@yahoo.com 
3. Secretary Karin Wiseman* karin.wiseman@gmail.com 
4. Treasurer Jack Knot * knott.jt@gmail.com 
5. Director: Randall Valles* rvmuddy@gmail.com 
6. Director: Martin Haygood* mhaygood@mpgpc.com  
7. Director Wanda White* wbperdidokey@gmail.com 
8. Director: Tim McNay* mcbama07@gmail.com
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Click on any of the underlined links to learn more about how you can also serve the children.

Monti received our speaker’s 
mug from Dr Bob

Website: BigLagoonKiwanis.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/biglagoonkiwanis 
Wreaths Across America: barrancaswreaths.org 
Twitter (X): biglagoo 
Instagram: biglagoonkiwanis2026 
Newsletter Editors: dayrelias@gmail.com & 
kiwaniscraig@gmail.com 

• “Every kid is one caring adult away 
from 

being a success story.” 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 JOSH SHIPP
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